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FREE DOUBLE ISSUE

Whistleblower Alleges PG&E Proposed Dry
Casks Slipshod

Spent-fuel storage casks proposed by Pacific Gas & Electric for use at
its Diablo Canyon and Humboldt Bay nuclear power plants fail Nuclear
Regulatory Commission standards, according to a former quality-control
engineer for Midwestern utility Exelon. PG&E, however, continues to
stand behind its chosen storage-cask manufacturer.

PG&E selected Holtec—the manufacturer chosen by Exelon for
its radioactive waste casks —to manufacture the spent-fuel casks it
proposes to use in California. Thus, allegations by the former Exelon
employee could affect the perception, if not the reality, of Holtec’s
integrity.

The casks “are nothing but garbage cans” if they are not made
in accordance with government specifications, said whistle-blower Oscar
Shirani.

Shirani discovered alleged flaws in the casks used at Exelon’s
Dresden plant in Illinois during a quality-control inspection. He
subsequently notified the NRC of potential radioactive hazards from the
substandard containers. The former quality-control engineer claims the
NRC has refused to investigate or intervene to stop the manufacturing
deficiencies.

“I thought the NRC was a big dog and a force,” he said, but
without the kind of oversight he maintains was thwarted, the safety of
nuclear plants “is suspect.”

If the casks are as shoddy as Shirani fears, would they leak
radioactivity and endanger public health? He could only guess at the
impact on millions of people.

Shirani said he tried to put a “stop work™ order on the casks’
fabrication, but to no avail. Antinuclear activists have followed up on his
claims, filing Freedom of Information Act requests to find out what the

“No one...should have to guess
about the consequences of the
manufacturing flaws.”

government did about these claims. Even in reading the fine print, those
activists, as well as Shirani, were unable to not quantify the potential
danger.

“No one—not Shirani, the public, the NRC, or cask
makers—should have to guess about the consequences of the
manufacturing flaws,” said David Lochbaum, Union of Concerned
Scientists nuclear safety engineer. “The regulations require a certain
level of performance, and his findings were below that minimum level. It
may not be that the casks will fail when challenged, but they are
unnecessarily and illegally closer to the failure point,” he added.

Shirani audited Holtec and its suppliers for the Nuclear Users
Procurement Issues Committee, identifying what he calls “major design







